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,CCOUNT OF A JEWISH COUNCIL, 


| 


| dan 


‘arrative of the Proceedings of a great Council | 
Jews. the Plains of Adega, in 


jungary, about thirty leagues from Buda, to ex- 


assembled in 


he Scriplures concerning Chrisl, on the} 
1650 By 


First printed in 1655 


of October, Samvuet Brerr, 


present 


ath been much desired, by many sincere | 


ns, that this narrative of the Jews’ Coun- 
uld be published, which I did intend only 
The chief; 
by which they have persuaded me to| 
' 


communicate to private friends 


iment 


t,is, because they do conceive it to be a pre- 


ve and hopeful sign of the Jews’ conver- 


ind that it will be glad tidings to the church 
of Christ 


Al 
rether about three hundred rabbies, called togeth- 


therefore I have yielded to satisfy | 


} 


lesire therein. And thus it was— 


the place above-named there assembled to- 
er from several parts of the world, to examine 
ihe Scriptures concerning Christ ; and it seems 
is p 


council, 


tt ace was thought most convenient for this 
in regard that part of the country was} 
much inhabited, because of the continual 

s between the Turks and the king of Hunga- 
y; where (as | was informed) they had fought 


bloody battles: 


not 


0 yet both princes, notwith- 
tanding their own differences, did give leave to 
e Jews to hold their council there. And for 


heir accommodation the Jews did make divers 





tents for their repose, and had plenty of provi-| 


sions brought them from other parts of the « mond’ 

There | 
| were allowedto be members which could, by re- 
cord, prove themselves to be native Jews; and 


try, during the time of their sitting there. 
was also’one large tent, built only for the council 
to sit in, made almost four-square ; the north and | 
the south part of it, being not altogether so large 
asthe east and west part thereof. It had but one 
door, and that opened to the east; and in the 


and a stool for| 
| 


middle thereof stood a little table, 
the propounder to sit on, with his face towards 
the door of the tent. The said propounder was 
the tribe of Levi, and was named Zacharias ; 
were placed 
It was 


and within this tent, round about, 
divers forms for the consulters to sit on 
lso enclosed within a rail, that stood at a distance | 
irom it, to prevent entrance to all strangers, and 
all such Jews as could not dispute in the He- 
brew tongue, which many had forgotten, who 
lived in such countries where they are not allow- 
ed their Synagogues, as in France, Spain, and 
those parts of Italy that do belong to the king of 
Spain, viz. the kingdom of Naplés, with the pro- 
vince of Calabria and Apuleia, the kingdom of Si- 


te 


} manded to 





cilia and Sardinia; ia which places if a Jew be 


tound, and he deny the Popish religion, he is in 
be condemned and executed for it; 
and yet profit and benefit allureth them to dwell 


ger to 


notwithstanding their fears 
to for- 
get, and so neglect to teach their children, their 


in those countries, 


and dangers ; and themselves are willing 


native language, rather than they will lose their 


opportunity of profit: and some have burnt the 
ancient records of their tribe and family, that they 
may not be discovered by searching or other- 
And for this defect, because they could 


not prove their tribe or family, 


wise 
they were not 
permitted to come within the rail, but were com- 
remain without, with the strangers 
that remained there, to see the issue of their pro- 
ceeding, which were about three thousand per- 
sons; and they were, for the most part, Germans, 
Almains, Dalmatians, and Hungarians, with some 
Greeks ; but few Italians, and not one English- 
man, that I could hear of, besides myself. 

I was informed, that the king of Hungary, not 
favouring the reformed religion, did give no en- 


couragement to any protestant churches to send 
any divines thither ; but he did allow, that some 
assistants should be sent from Rome: and their 
coming hither did prove a great unhappiness to 
this hopeful council. 

When the assembly did first meet, they spent 
some time in their mutual salutations ; and, as 
their they kissed one the other's 
cheek, expressing much joy for their happy meet- 
ing. All things being provided for their accom- 
modation, they considered of the Jews that were 
to be admitted members of this council ; and they 


manner is, 


lfor defect herein, I observed above five hundred 


refused ; though, doubtless, they were true-born 
Jews, yet they could not, by record, prove them- 
selves to be so; and for this they were not ad- 
mitted to be members of the council, but they did 
abide without the rail with the strangers that 
were there ; and the number of them that were 
accepted to be members were about three hun- 
dred Jews. And this was all that was done the 
first day. 

On the second day, the assembly being full, the 


\propoaunder stood up, and made his speech con- 


cerning the end of their meeting ; “ And this (said 
he,) is to examine the Scriptures concerning 
Christ, whether he be already come, or whether 
we are yet to expect hiscoming.” In examining 
this question they searched the Old Testament 
with great care and labour, to be resolved of the 
truth thereof, having many Bibles with them 





354 
there for that end. And about this point there 
were great disputes amongst them. The maj 
part were of opinion, that he was not come ; a 
some inclined to think that he was come, being 
moved thereunto by the heavy judgment that 
hath continued now this sixteen hundred years 
upon them 

I remember very well one of the council, in 
his conference with me, seemed to be very ap- 
prehensive of the great and long desolation of 
their nation, ever since their destruction by the 
Roman emperors ; and he imputed this their af- 
fliction to their impenitency. And, comparing 
their present judgment with their other judg- 
ments they had suffered before, he ingenuously 
confessed, that he did conceive it was for some 
great wickedness; and that their nation was guil- 
ty of the blood of the prophets sent from God to 
their nation, and the many massacres that had 
been committed by the several sects and factions 
amongst them. “For (said he) we are no idol- 
neither doI think we are guilty of idolatry 
since our captivity in Babylon; and therefore 


aters ; 
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the Messiah. They of the coutrary opin 
rge the careand love of Eliah for the 
heir nation, in that he left them Elisha, | 
ple, to teach and instruct the people ; which they 
expect to be the care of their Messiah. Tho 
were the chief arguments they had to defend th, 


on did 
£00d 


ot 


1S Crs¢ 


opinion: and the same day, towards night 
came into question amongst them, Who then woe 
he that said he was the Son of God, and was, 
| cified by their ancestors? And because this y 
the great question amongst them, they defern 
the further consideration thereof until the pe 
day. 

When meeting again, the Pharisees, (for soy, 
of this sect were amongst them, that were aly 
the enemies of Christ,) they first began to answe, 





| 


the last night's question ; and these by no means 


would yield that he was the Christ: and 


} reasons they gave for their opinion 


First, Because (said they,) he came into the 


| world like an ordinary and inferior man, not with 


his sce 


ptre norroyal power; wherewith they a/ 
firmed the coming of Christ should be gio; 


(said he) I do impute this our calamity and pre-|Secondly, They pleaded against him the meap. 
sent judgment to the fore-named causes. And/|ness of his birth, in that his father was a carpe; 
this was the sum of that whieh was disputed/ter; and this, they said, was a dishonour {| 
amongst them the second day of their meeting | Christ should not be capable of. Thirdly, 1 ey 


and so they adjourned till the next morning,| accused him to be an enemy to Moses’s law, ig 


which was the third day of their meeting 

When being assembled together again, the point 
that was chiefly agitated amongst them was con- 
And this, 
some said, shall be like a mighty prince, in the 
full power and authority of a mighty king, yea, in 
greater power than ever any king had; and that 


cerning the manner of Christ's coming 


he will deliver their nation out of the power of 
their enemies, and their temple shall be rebuilt 
again ; and that the nations shall be of their reli- 
gion, and worship God after their manner. For 
they hold, that the Messiah will not alter their 
religion whensoever he cometh. And further, 
concerning his parentage, they did agree also in 
this, that be should be born of a virgin, according 
to the prediction of the prophets ; and they agreed 
also, that he may be born of such a virgin, which 
may be of mean note amongst their nation, as was 
the Virgin Mary. 
ed to me to incline to think that Christ was come 
Therefore, when they came together again the 
next day, the propounder demanded of them, if 
Christ were already come, and who they thought 
he was? And to this demand they gave this an- 
swer, That they thought Eliah was he, if he were 
come, because. he came with great power, which 
he declared by slaying the priests of Baal ; and, 
for the fulfilling of the Scriptures, he was oppres- 
sed by Ahab and Jezebel : yet they esteemed him 
to be more than a mortal man, because he so 
strangely ascended up into Heaven. And because 
this opinion was contradicted by others, the day 
following they took into examination the same 
question, to answer them that said Eliah was not 


And here some of them seem- 


suffering his disciples, and in doing works 
| self that were prohibited on the Sabbath day 


| they believe that the Messiah will punctually and 


exactly keep the law of Moses: and wher 


| ‘ : 
| Gospel doth testify of Christ, that he did fulf 


law, they reject the testimony thereof, bee 
they do not own the Gospel. But, I observed, 
aww reasons of the Pharisees did not satisfy 
that heard them, but there still 

doubt in some of them concerning Christ 
there stood up one Rabbi, called Abraham, a 


remained son 


objected against the Pharisees the miracles t 
Christ wrought whilst he was upon earth, ash 
jraising of the dead to life again, his making ‘! 
|lame to walk, the biind to see, and the dumbt 
speak. And the same Abraham demanded of | 
Pharisees, by what power he did these miracles 
The answer the Pharisees returned to him, was 
to this purpose : 

and a magician ; and blasphemously traduced 
him of doing all his miracles by magic 

said they, he first caused them to be blindsto be 
dumb, to be lame ; and then, by taking away his 
magical charm, they were restored to their former 
condition. Nevertheless, this answer gave little 
satisfaction to the said Abraham: but thus he re- 
plied, that he could not charm those that were 
born in that condition, as blind, &c. and born also 
before Christ himself was born ; as it appeareli 
some of them were. This seemed to him an a) 
surd paradox ; and truly the pressing of this «- 
gument did almost put them to a nonplus, till # 
last they had this evasion, (though weak and vile,) 
\they were (said they,) by other magicians made 


they said he was an impost 
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wombs ; and that al- 
they 


in their mothers 


imself were not then born when 
n with these evils, yet he, being a great | 
ibler, and more cunning than any magician 
jim, power was given him by the Devil to} 
charms which others had wrought 


Zebedee, 
did must opprobri- 


was one Pharisee named 


the Pharisees there 


and vehemently urge these 


sa him ; but 
well-liking of many 


revile him, 


rainst I conceive 
there that heard him, 


ybers of the council. And as the Phar- 


it day played their parts against him, so 


e Sadducees also endeavour (for some of| 


ct were also of the council.) to render 
vile and odious to the rest of the Jews that 


sssembled there. I observed it was with 


as it was once with Herod and Pilate ; 


they two could not agree betwixt them- | 


at oO times, yet they could agree to- 


er to crucify Christ ; for the 
“ees, though they be much divided in opin- 


ther 


Pharisees and 


mong themselves, 
much agree to 
ist with their lies, calumnies and blasphemies 
the Sadducees, did 

er things accuse him for a grand impostor, 


disgrace and to dishonour 
as well as the Pharisees, 


ifor a broacher of corrupt doctrine ; in that 


in his Gospel he teacheth the resurrection from | 
e dead, which they there denied to be true doc- 
but it is no new thing to see factions dis- 

‘ee in some evil design against oth- 
Being at Rome 


which was the year of their Ju- 


enting, to agi 


as I found it by experience. 
the year 1650, 

there was a great strife between the Jesuits 
ithe Friers of the order of St. Dominick, both 
rainst the Protestants: and although 
by the 


» of the Pope, so smothered, that the world 


hwerea 


liferences have been, care and vigi- 


not taken auth notice thereof; yet this fire 


out into a flame greater than ever it was 


re, (as they certified me there,) both by pub- 


c disputings, and by bitter writings one against 
one 


opening the vices and errors of 


ther’s faction,thus seeking to disgrace one the 


ther; which caused the Pope to threaten to ex-| 


communicate the authors of all such black and 


ine 
clergy and reli to make them iufamous 

the world. But this by the way 

We 


of their council ; 


zion, 


and on this d 
main query amongst them: If Christ be 
thea what rules and orders hath he left his 
to walk by ? 
them: and because they did not believe the New 
it, they de- 


i cuide 


come, 


church 


This was a great question amongst 


Testament, nor would be guided by 


manded some other instruction to direct an 


Roman 


Gergy (who of purpose ‘were sent from Rome by 


em in this point: thereupon sis of the 


this council,) were calied 


Augustine, 


the Pope, to assist in 


ol St 


im, viz. two Friers of the order 


he did it not| 


yet did they at this time | 


lous books, that did tend to the dishonour of | 


are come now to the seventh and last day| 
ne | 
iy, this was the 


350 
|and two of the order of St. Francis. And these 
being admitted into the council, began to open 
unto them the rules and doctrine of the holy 
| church of Rome (as they call it); which church 
of Christ, to be the infallible 
doctrine of Christ, and their rules to be the rules 
which the apostles left to the church for ever to 


and their doctrine, 


be observed, and that the Pope is the holy vicar 
}of Christ, Peter: and for in- 
stance in some particulars they affirmed the real 


the successor ol St 


presence of Christ in the sacrament, the religious 


jean ation of their holy days, the invocation of 


saints, praying to the Virgin Mary, and her com- 
her son, the holy 


| 
manding power in Heaven over 


j use of the cross and images, with the rest of their 
| idolatrous and superstitious worship; all which 
| they commended to the assembly of the Jews for 
lthe doctrine and rules of the apostles. But so 
soon as the assembly had heard these things from 
they were generally and exceedingly 
| troubled thereat, and fell clamours 
| against them and their religion, crying out, “ No 


| Christ, no woman-god, no intercession of saints, 


j them, 


intu high 


no worshipping of images, no praying to the Vir- 
"&c. Truly their troubles hereat was 
so great, that it troubled me to see their impa- 
tience: they rent their clothes, and cast dust 


upon their heads, and cried aloud, “ Blasphemy! 


| gin Mary, 


| blasphemy !” and upon this the council broke up 


| Yet the y assembled again the eighth day ; and all 
| that was done then was to agree upon another 
| meeting of their nation three years after; which 
| was concluded upon before their final dissolu- 
| tion. 

| Ido believe there were many Jews there that 
| would have been persuaded to own the Lord Je- 


isus: and this I assure you for a truth, and it is 


for the honour of our religion, and the encourage- 
iment of our divines; one eminent Rabbi there 
| did lid deliver me his opinion, in conference with 
| me, that he at first feared that those which were 
[sent from Rome would cause an unhappy period 
Ito their council ; and professed to me that he 
much desired the presence of some Protestant 
| divines, and especially of our English divines, of 
whom he had a better opinion than of any other 
| divines in the world, for he did believe that we 
have a great love to their nation; and this rea- 
son ne gave me for the good opinion of our di- 
| vines, because he understood that they did ordi- 
narily pray for the conversion of their nation ; 
acknowledge to be a great token of 
|our love towards them: and especially he com- 
mended the ministers of 
| preachers, and for their charity towards their na- 
As for 


which he did 
Londen for excellent 


ition, of whom he had heard a great fame 
church of Rome, they account it an idolatr 
on 

1 that 


other Chris- 


the us 


church, and therefore will not own their re lg 


and by conversing with the Jews, I found 


they generally think, that there is no 
that of the church 


try they 


ion in the world, but 


and for Rome 


tian ret 


of Rome! take of- 


s idol 
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fence at all Christian religion 


Jews’ conversion 


For the place of the Jews’ next meeting, it is|primanding them and telling them, « Ye , 
probable it will be in Syria, in which country I |not what manner of spirit ye are of, for the s 
- y') } 
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By w hich it ap- | are in the habit of believing the Bible, rath, T than 
peareth that Rome is the greatest enemy of the | the declarations of men, when they re ; 


ad the de 
clarations of Christ to his misguided disciples, p, 


now 


also was, and did there converse with the sect of |of man has not come to destroy men’s lives. }, 


the Rechabites, living in Syria. 


sow, nor plant, nor build houses; but live in 


They still ob-|to save them,” 
serve their old customs and rules; they neither 


they will hardly dare to justify 4, 
act produced by an evil propensity to perse 


ite 


and they will be yet more unwilling, when | 


tents, and often remove from one place to ano-|hear, as from the lips of their Redeemer, th: 
I | | » th 


ther, with their whole family, bag and baggage 
And seeing, I find, that by the Italian tongue | 
can converse with the Jews, or any other nation, 
in all parts of the world where I have been, if 
God give me an opportunity, I shall willingly at- 
tend their next council. 
it. Amen. 


The good Lord prosper 
London. Univer. Mis 
—— 
From the Hartford Religious Inquirer 
NEW DISCOVERY. 

We live in, what is called, “an age of won- 
ders,” in which every inventive power of the 
mind has been called into exercise, to bring to 
light something new, useful, and instructing. It 
has been left to the honour of the nineteenth 
century to discover a palliation and excuse for all 
crimes, especially for those committed by profes- 
sors of religion, such as, whipping, imprisoning, 
banishing, beheading, stretching on the 
roasting, burning, &c. &c. It has been found, by 
much labour and study, that all men have a natu- 
ral propensity in their heart to persecute, so that 
when the disciples wished to call down fire from 
heaven to consume the Samaritans, it was the 
natural propensity of the heart. When Calvin 
burnt Servetus, it was the natural propensity of 
the heart. The roasting of heretics, by Cranmer 
and others, the hanging of witches, banishing of 
Quakers, &c. by the Puritans, who first landed at 
Plymouth, Massachusetts Bay, is perfectly justifi- 
able, as being done in a time of ignorance, and 
by the reigning propensity in the heart to perse 
cute. If some sage divine should pursue this dis- 
covery a little farther, we migh' be able to find a 
justifiable excuse for all crimes, as being produced 
by a propensity in the heart to evil. 

I fear, however, the discoverer will not reap 
much benefit from his inveution, as it seems to 
stand in opposition to certain peculiar tenets that 
have been taught among us, such as this—Man, 
by nature, is totally depraved, [a certain gentle- 
man, however, we have been told, has been pe- 
culiarly careful to avoid the word roraL,] every 
thing he does is sin, however conformed to moral 
virtue and good in its effects—still it is sin. Be- 
ing converted, or regenerated, every thing he 
does is good. He has been born again—he has 
become a new creature. Old things are done 
Yet, after all, it now appears this new 
man is still possessed of this natural propensity to 
persecute. 


away. 


rack, | 





lowing command, “ Love your enemies, do 9 
to them that hate you, bless them that curse y 
and pray for them that despitefully use you 
persecute you,” as they will discover that all 
secution is contrary to the life and spirit of the 
Gospel—being a violation of that law of , “ 
which worketh no ill to its neighbour ; and they 
will, therefore, be unwilling to justify a pers 
ting spirit, whether in John Calvin, or any one 
else, knowing none can justify it without violg. 
ting the law of the Gospel. 
—— 

From the Philadelphia Universalist Magazin, 
Some account of the opinions of the ancient Greek 
Thetsts, concerning the nature of God, the ( 

ation of the World, &c. 

The doctrines of the Grecian Theists, rendered 
immortal by the names of Plato, of Aristotle, and 
of Socrates, constitute probably the most ancient 


system of Philosophy of which we have any 





| count.— For, although they are no doubt, in the 
first instance, to be traced to the School of Pytl 
joras, yet, they did not originate there, but wer 
|invented in the Colleges of Priests of Egypt, frow 
| whence they were transplanted into Greece at a 
| very early period. 
The idea which Pythagoras and his disciples 
|entertained of the Supreme Being was, that lie is 
the eternal, self-existent, soul of the world, diffu 
sed through all its parts, and that all which has 
life, received it from him ; that he is an invisible 
3eing, governing and supporting all things by an 
unalterable necessity ; and that he created matter 
from his own substance. After God, he placed 
beings endued with mind, such, as the inferior 
gods, beroes, demons, and the souls of men, ol 
whom the air is full. His explication of the phe- 
nomena of nature consisted in saying, that all 
things came from unity and the dual number; 
that the world was organized by the hand of 
God ; that destiny is the cause of the order which 
reigns in it; that the sun and stars are gods ; that 
the planets are worlds ; that the moon is like our 
earth; that mankind always existed, and will 
never have an end: that the soul of man is a num- 
ber which moves itself ; that it is reasonable and 
immortal, and that it was originally separated 
from the divine substance with which it was 
united. 

Thales, of Miletus, was the first among the 
Grecians who attempted to give to philosophy @ 





Another difficulty is in the way—People who 





systematic form, and professed to deduce truth 
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m certain and systematic principles. His opin-|ed to be a pure ether, or fire, inhabiting the cir 
ins, concerning God and the world, were as fol-| cumference of the heavens, and, as opposed to 


Water is the first principle of all corporeal | matter, is to be considered as a spirit, eternal, 
an | things will finally be resolved in-| incorruptible, good, and possessed of foresight in 
water, however, he only understood| consequence of his intimate connexion with all 
eternal matter, or chaos of the ancients parts of the universe. From hence proceeds des- 
jitted the existence of only one world, | tiny, which governs the world, and to which al 
-arded it as the work of God, whom he| things are subject, notof their own desire, but by 


. . ae : - 
das the soul of the universe.—Hence,)| virtue of an inherent necessity of their nature 


' 
firms, that all things are fuil of the Divinity ;| from which it may be inferred that there is an 


the world is animated ; that all things are| immutable law, which is nothing more than the 


n to God, who has existed from all eternity : natural order and chain of causes. Daemons and 
| the souls of men, he believed to be particles of 
} 


it upon the immutable will of providence 
sdepend. He asserted, that matter in its! and emanations from the Div inity The world, 
nature is changeable, and in a perpetual he taught, was an animal The sun to consist of 

fx. That night preceded the day ; that all things) pure fire, and to be fed, like the stars, by vapours 
eated from the four elements; that the| The world was, he believed, to be finally consu- 


ire worlds on fire —He believed in the ex-| med by a general conflagration 


ars 


' 
| 
ce of spirits or demons, which are intelti- | According to Aristotle, the world always did, 


it and immortal! substances. He was of opin-| and always will exist. In nature, he maintained, 
that the soul separated from the body after|there existed a succession of moving forces, 
i, that it is always in motion, and that inani-| which, acting one upon the other, produces a con- 
e substances have a kind of torpid soul. | tinuity of causes and effects. ‘These forces have 
Empidocles taught, that in the world there their origin in a primum mobile, to which, through 
e to be distinguished two eternal principles, | all eternity, God, the first and most excellent of 
e active, which is God, the other passive,| beings, intelligent, indivisible, and unextended 
ich is matter; that matter originally was with-| ynint ‘rruptedly communicates motion ; this mo- 
form or motion, possessing two essential | tion of the primum mobile communicates itself to 
ciples, attraction and repulsion, the one des-| the inferior spheres, and causes them to revolve 
ned to unite, the other to separate the particles diurnally from east to west; but each of these 
f matter. To create the world, Ged bestowed | latter has also motions, directed by eternal and 
vity on these two opposing forces, when im |jmmutable substances The secondary agents 
liately chaos was violently agitated. The | are subordinate to the first mover 
nilar parts, at intervals attracted and repulsed,| The primum mobile, deriving its motion imme 
envth united and formed the four elements, diately from God, experiences no change, and is 
iir, fire and water, which, after new con-| inaccessible of generation or corruption. The di- 
ts, produced the world, Thus the world arose} versity of the motions in the inferior spheres pro- 
tof chaos, and must again return to it | duces on the earth continual changes, such as the 
Gods and genii in Heaven, particular souls in| dissolution and reproduction of bodies. The ex- 
ials and plants, and a universal soul, or na-| cellence and beauty of the universe, consists in 
which pervades the world, maintain in all] the order and regularity by which it is perpetua- 
rs motion and life. These are subordinate to! ted; a regularity which is more conspicuous in 
» Supreme Being. God, he taught, was per-| the heavensthan on the earth, and to which all 
fect unity, for though he communicates to other! things more or less directly tend. From this uni- 
beings a portion of himself, he is not divided | versal tendency of all beings to the same pur- 
Four principle causes, according to Empidocles,| pose, it results that nature, far from giving birth 
influence the actions of mankind ; God, our wills,|to any thing useless, seeks always to produce 
destiny, and fortune. He taught that man has| what is the best possible, and proposes to herself 
two souls, the one sensitive, gross, corruptible| an end in all her operations. 
and perishable, composed of the four elements,| According to Plato, God and matter are equal- 
the other intelligent and immortal, which ema-j|ly eternal. The former is a single, infinite, and 
nates from the Deity itself. {immutable Being—the latter existed before the 
Zeno, the founder of the Stoical philosophy, | creation in a perpetual agitation, and contained 
who flourished in the fifth century before the} within itself the germs of all evil ; it was without 
Christian era, taught, that from all eternity there| form, and was acted upon by two principles, one 
existed a chaos, or primitive matter, impregnated | of which sought to unite its parts, the other, to 
with seminal reasons, which being arranged and | separate them : God, he taught, had from all eter- 
disposed by the efficiency of God, the universe,| nity decreed to create the universe according to 
or nature, was produced. This universe is but|the perfect model ever present to his mind. That, 
one, yet it consists of two principles, one an effi-| at the time of the creation, God issued his com- 
cient principle, which is God ; the other, a pas-| mands to chaos, and its parts, which had before 
sive principle, which is matter. God, he believ-| been seperated by an implacable hatred, united, 
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and constituted the four elements, from which|God. Reader, there are but (wo spirils, light a 
were afterwards formed all bodies. That the} darkness—truth and error—iove and hatred—¢. 
universe is endowed with an intelligent soul,}and the Devil. The Spirit of God is Light, Try 
formed by God, in part of the Divine essence,|and Love! The spirit of the Devil is darkness, ¢ 
and in part of material substance ; that this soul/ror, and hatred! Reader, if you have any d 

is placed in the centre of the universe, and from} of the truth of these declarations, pause—} of 
it issue, as it were, rays of fame, which are more| you decide. Examine your Bible ; then ¢, 
or less pure as (hey are more or less distant from} rately and calmly give your judgment. wy, 
the centre, and which insinuate themselves into| lieve our positions are incontrovertible, We th 
all bodies, and animate them. The soul of the| it superfluous to offer one word in proof : 
universe, Plato further maintained, is the cause of} Now, reader, please to answer, What js [j},- 
planetary motion—the divine portion of the soul| but a perfect freedom to do just what we pleas ; 
causing in the whole universe a diurnal motion| What constitutes slavery, but a bondage to {e, 


—Go 


from east to west, but the material portion being| A bondage, which he who suffers it, is unh — 
in Opposition to the divine, by a particular im-|the endurance ; anda s/are to him who hole} 
pulse causes that part of the heavens in which|in the bondage. Reader, please to excuse 











the planets float to advance from west to east,| plainness of speech. Be not offended, for y, 
with different degrees of velocity. After God had | mean not to offend, but we tell you in honest ¢ 
created, or organized the universe, the planets, | cerity, that you have the Spirit of the Lord, or} 
the earth, &c. Plato supposes he created certain | spirit of the Devil. You have the spirit of lider 
inferior deities, to whom he confided the govern-| or the spirit of slavery. 

ment of the stars, and by whom man and all in- For the better illustration of our subject, we 
ferior animals were created, their souls being] shall take the liberty closely to interrogate ; 
formed by Ged of a portion of the soul of the| reader 

universe, combined, to constitute those of men,| Suppose, reader, that you were in dark) 
with a portion of the divine essence. That after| should you feel yourself at liberty to move. eit 
death, the just shall enjoy unalterable felicity in| to the right hand orto the left, backward or { 
the stars, but that the unjust shall be changed in- | ward ? Would you not be afraid of encounterin: 
to women, and if they still continue unjust, shall something which you did not see, and ki 





transmigrate into the bodies of inferior animals, | and, consequently, would you not be afraid 


and shall only be restored to their primitive dig- proceed ? 


nity when they become obedient to the voice | Read. If I were in a strange place, and ur 


reason. After he had finished creation, the Al-| quainted, and dangers lurked around, I certain); 


inighty, according to Plato, entered into eternal | should 
repose. Besides the immortal and rational soul, Well, reader, this world is a strange | 
which resides in the brain, he taught, that each| There are many things of which you are u 
individual of the human race had a mortal soul, | quainted. Perhaps (please to pardon the suze 
destitute of reason, the production of the inferior} tion,) there are few things of which you area 
gods, and upon which depends animal pleasure,| quainted ; and you will acknowledge that da 
the passions, &c. which is the cause of pain, dis- gers surround you at every step. ‘Therefore, | 
appointment, evil, &c. This soul occupies the} you are in darkness relative to those things whic! 
different parts of the body of man, according to/ concern you in this world, and, in an especia 
the different qualities of the several portions of} manner, to those things which concern your fu: 
which it is composed. ' ture well-being, are not you a slave lo fear 
The rsatter of which the universe is composed|} Read. I am willing, thus far, to coincide will 
is in continual opposition to the divine will, and| you, Proceed. 
from hence, Plato taught, arises earthquakes, | If you admit that the spirit of the Devil is « 
tempests, &c. and from the opposition of matter) spirit of darkness, and that, while. in the dark 
to the will of the inferior gods, he supposes, ensue| you are afraid to move, will you not likewise 
sickness, moral evil, &c. All the good in the! concede, that if you, while in the dark, were to 
universe, and in man, proceeding from God, di-| move, you would, in all probability, move t 
rectly, or indirectly ; all the defects and evils | wrong way? To be plain, Would not darkues 
rom the inherent viciousness of matter. produce error ? 
Genres Read. | see no reason, yet, to dissent from you 
LIBERTY AND SLAVERY CONTRASTED. | opinions. 
“ Where the Spirit of the Lord is, there is liberty.” I rejoice to find you so rational. You, there- 
2 Cor. iii. 17 fore, admit, that darkness and error will hold a 
Strange as it may possibly appear to the read- | mar in bondage, and deprive him of his liberty; 
er, we firmly believe that mankind very frequent-| and that it is in consequence of fear that he is a 
ly, and, we believe we may add, almost univer- slave 2? . 
sally, at times, have conceived and mistaken the! Read. Certainly. 1 have po objection to this 


spirit of the Devil for the Spirit of the ever-blessed | view of the subject. 
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well, then, if you Were in the dark, yours where the spirit of the Devil is, there is no liber- 
-ements would be wrong ; for the very plain 
» that you would be ignorant of what poet 


ty, but slavery and bondage. How consolatory 
are the teachings of God's Spirit. This Spirit 
,d you, and of the right way; then, you/says, Rom. viii. 21, “ The creature itself shall be 
i be afraid to proceed. delivered from the bondage of corruption, into the 
Pend. Nothing can be plainer than this. It is | glorious liberty of the children of God.” Again, 
und consequence. God says, “I will put my Spirit! in them, and they 
jose a man has the spirit of hatred, which | shall lire.” Ezek. xxxvii. “ “ For this is the cov 
as, is he at liberty to do what he pleases ?|enant that I will make with the house of Israel, 
not efraid of the consequences? Is he at | After those days, saith the Lord, I will put my 


y to murder his neighbour? Can he possibly | taws into their mind, and write them in their 
y his neighbour's life, or property, without | hearts ; and I will be to them a God, and they 
¢ the consequences ? Is not a man a slave |shall be tomea people: and they shall not teach 
var, when he meditates evil ? every man his neighbour, and every man his 
id. So far! agree with you. I think expe- | brother, saying, Know the Lord: for all shall 
e and observation will corroborate what you| know me, from the least to the greatest. For I 
{ will be merciful to their unrighteousness, and. 
Then it follows, that where the spirit of evil, | their sins and their iniquities will I remember no 
the Devil, is, there is slavery / { ese,” Heb. viii. 10,11, 12 
Read. Most certainly. —— 
examine the other spirit. When you are To tHe Epiror oF tue Gosprt Heratp 
ight, you see things as they are, andit is| “ Patruth, alone, the sense and soul remain, 
ssible for uncertainty to pain your mind. “ The rest are fleeting forms and shadows vain.’ 
True. If I were in darkness, uncertainty| Mr. Eprror,—Sir, Having read, in your paper 
to my situation would be the cause of | page 66, First Volume, a communication, signed 
A Sincere Inquirer after Truth ; stating that the 


begets truth. If you are acquainted with | Councils of Nice and Laodicea, admitted into the 


| 
}¢ 
ings that concern you, you are at liberty to| Canon the four Gospels, &c. Now, if they are 


twithout fear. Life is a journey. In this world | authentic, I am led to believe that all men are in 
re pilgrims ; and, if unacquainted with the | unbelief: for Mark xvi. 17, 18, says, “ And these 
if surrounded with error, we fear at every | signs shall follow them that believe ; In my name 
But, if we have the truth, and know the | shall they cast out Devils: they shall speak with 
we march steadily on, certain of arriving at | new tongues: they shall take up serpents: and 
ur home im safety. if they drink any deadly thing, it shall not burt 
Read. 1 must confess that error, or falsehood, |them ; they shall lay hands on the sick, and they 
il mislead the traveller ; and mistakes generate | shall recover.” 
ar. The church of Rome pretended to perform mir 
We read, that “ perfect love casteth out fear.” |acles of the above description in, what is called, 
That “ Love is the fulfilling of the law.” The | the early ages of christianity. But I have not read 
Spirit of love, therefore, will leave a man at per-|of qny other sect that lay claim to any power as 
fect liberty. His fears are all dissipated. The law | above-mentioned. Now if this power was ever 
s fulfilled. Hecan do just what he pleases; for|granted to any of, what is denominated, the 


| Pty f ; 
smind is enlightened to see the truth. He “ re-| Church of Christ, at what period was it recalled 


J 

ceives the truth in the Jove of it.” He is no longer | By answering the above, you will oblige yours, 

bondage. He is at perfect liberty to do ev- Very respectfully, CONDORCET 
ery thing he desires ; for the plain reason, that he ANSWER 

esires to do nothing inconsistent with light, truth,} It is presumed the declaration of Christ, as re- 

nd love! He is, emphatically, lawless. At per-|lated by Mark, was confined to the apostles of 
fect liberty to do what he pleases; for all his| Christ: that is, to those specially appointed by him 
conduct is lawful, just, and good ; and, like his | during the apostolicage. There are considerations 
Heavenly Father, “he has no pleasure in the} which warrant this. Christ proved the Divinity 

ath of him that dieth,” but would “ rather that |of his Mission by his miracles. These miracles, 
e should turn and live.” Reader, this is Univer-| well attested, are sufficient for future generations. 
salism. How do you like it ? If they were not, itis a fair presumption that they 

Read. If this is Universalism, give me Univer- | w ould be repeated. Christ gave his immediate 
alism for ever! japostles, whom he specially appointed to testity 

So say we. For the Universalist who, by God's | of him, power to work miracles, to silence the cay 
issistance, lives up to his profession, is a stranger| ils of unbelievers, and prove the truth of their de- 
to fear, and can do every thing he pleases. | clarations. These miracles are on record ; and the 
Reader, remember this always, when you are | records of these events are as well substantiated as 
afraid to do any thing —I7P"“ Where the Spirit of | other transactions which men place the utmost re- 
the Lord is, there is liberty ;” but, remember, |liance upon. Therefore, there is no necessity for a 
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repetition of them. The object for which these 
miracles were introduced is obtained 


It will be recollected, that “ Faith isthe gift of 


God.” The Spirit of God worked miracles by the 
apostles, using them as instruments 

Mohammed, the founder of the relizion now in 
vogue among the Turks, professed to be specially 
appointed by “od, as His prophet, &c. 
poisoned by Zeenab a Jewess, who, questioned 
relative to this event, answered thus—* 1 said in 
my heart, If he be a king, we shall hereby be freed 
from his tyranny ; and ifhe be a prophet, he will 
easily perceive it, and consequently receive no in- 


jury It appears that Mohammed was alarmed 


by the sickness of one of his attendants, who, ealing 


before him of the poisoned meat, complained ot 
his sickness when Mohammed was in the act of 
chewing his first mouthful. He accordingly de- 
sisted from eating ; but had taken sufficient of the 
poison to destroy him, after lingering about three 
years. He declared that “the lamd spoke to 
him, and said that it was infected with poison.” 
(tt was lamb which he had eaten.) 

Christ, in the 14th verse of this chapter (Mark 
xvi.) upbraided his disciples with their unbeliet 
The 20th verse declares of the apostles, after the 
Christ, “They went forth, and 


ascension of 


preached every where, the Lord working with | 


them, and confirming the word with signs follow 
mc.” 

Our correspondent is requested to notice the 
following particulars,—*“ Fatth is the gift of God.” 
John, in his First Epistle v. 14, says, “ And this 
is the confidence that we have in him, that, if we 
ask any thing according to his will, he heareth us, 
&c. Now,if “ Faith is the gift of God,” it is cer- 
tain that God will never give any man faith or 
confidence to believe or expect any thing contrary 
to his will. If it is God’s will that a sick man 
shall recover, and he gives faith toa man to lay 
hands on the sick, and, inthe name of Christ, ask 
for his restoration, the sick will certainly recover. 
If God gave this faith to men in our day, they 
would most assuredly believe and practise, as did 
the apostles. Nothing can be plainer. Faith is 
nothing more nor less than belief of the truth—-for 
God would never teach any man falsehood. If 1 
had faith to believe I could go to a burying- 
ground, and call from the sleep of death a person 


certainly could, and should doit. If I pretended 
to this faith and power, and made the attempt, 
without effecting any thing, it would be evident, 


| 


He was! 
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| They were sent forth as witnesses to testify of ther 
} event. ‘ 


God confirmed their testimony with 

acies, which he wrought by them. ~ This { 
. . ° sees 

which is, emphaticaily, the corner stone in 4) 


ric of the Gospel of Christ, was thus esta! . 
All the sophistry, cavilling, and z 
disprove this truth, was thas silence d, 
ed nugatory ; 
Christ and | 
of evidence, and cloud of witnesses. whi, n 
ed them at every corner, believed, and 
their unqualified faith in the resur 
Christ, and God's salvation for a evi 
Miracles, therefore, are 
men of all sects are in the daiiy ot 
ceiving, as truths, records of events 
authenticated and established as the try:} 
by the apostles, who were witnesses fo 
and have left their record, 
human powers, of the div nity of his m 
the glorious truth, that God is the Say 
| Restorer of a sinful worid! 

Note —No faith is genuine unless it 

of God.” Whatever the faith may be w 
gives to any man, it will 
mises; whether to remove 
the dead. See Isa. lv. 10,11 
—— 

WILLIAM PARKINSON 
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TO THE RFV 
Srr,—You recently declared from your pylnis 
|when discoursing from Rom. vi. that the 
mentioned in the 23d verse, wus efernal (endles 
death, because the death is put in Opposition 
the eternal life Thus— For the wages of sip 
is death ; but the gift of God is eternal life, thro 
Jesus Christ our Lord.” Will you, Sir, condes: nd 
to answer a few plain questions ? Namely—Haye 
not all mankind, elect, as well as n0:,-elect, 
unto death? (You will please to recollect, the B 
does not say, The wages of some sins is dea 
Neither does it say, The wages of sin is death | 
the non-elect! But declares, expressly, “ Dy 
hath passed upon all men, for that all hav 


| ned.) If the wages of sin is efernal (endless) ; 


are not the elect condemned to endless deat 
misery, in common with the non-elect ? In { 
Sir, How can any of the human race receive | 


gift of eternal or any life, if they are to receive 
/ 


who had reposed in the tomb for a century, 1| the wages of endless death, damnation and mis 


ery 4 


Sir, we entreat you to answer the above ques 


| tions 


You declare, that the doctrine we ad 


that, whatever notions and epinions I might have | cate is fa/se, and destructive to the souls of meu 
cherished, | had not that faith which is the gift of| You acknowledge that it is your duty, by every 
God; for “ God cannot lie; neither can he be! effort in your power, to disprove aud discount 


tempted, nor does he tempt any man.” 


Man can do nothing of himself. Therefore, 


when any man pretends to faith, he of necessity | tions 


|nance error, and prove and advocate the truth 
| Sir, we adjure you to answer to the above ques- 


If we are in an error, and you say we arc 


concedes that his pretended faith was given him|it is your duty, agreeably to your own proles- 
by God. He can prove its efficacy or genuine-| sions, by every means in your power, to convince: 


ness, by putting it to the trial. And when 
taith fails of accomplishing its object, it is evident 


his | us of our error 
| this opportunity, 


And, Sir, if you do not embrac: 
and attempt ix, we leave it 


God never gave him his pretended faith ; but he | the world, and to God, the Judge of all, to decid 


procured it from some other source 
the immediate disciples of Christ faith to believe 
they could heal the sick,&c. This was given as 
a confirmation of the truth of ‘their preaching. 
Since that period we do not know of any person 
or persons to whom God has given this faith. 
Relative to this power being recalled, at any 
subsequent period, we presume it has not been 
communicated at any period of time since the 
apostolic age. The apostles of Christ predicated 


the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead. 


| 
| that our columns are at his service, for the inser 


God gave | between you and us, and assign you that rank | 


sincerity which your professions and practice shall 
authorize. Eb 
P.S. It is unnecessary to assure Mr. Parkinson 


tion of his answers to the above questions 


—_———_ 
Errata.—Number 44, p. 349, 2d Col. 34th line 
| from top, for, “ Christ, when Peter savoured the 
| things which be of men, and not of God, was cal- 
the truth of their doctrine, their own salvation, |led Safan,” read “Christ, when Peter savoured 
and the salvation of the world, upon the fact ofthe things which be of men, and not of God, 


called Aim Satan.” 





